	LIBATION FOR THE BELOVED MARCUS P. M. GARVEY

Native Son of Africa

Citizen of the World

Marcus Panafricanus Mosiah Garvey. We rise to honour your memory on the 100th anniversary of your birth. You came among us on August 17, 1887 and departed on June 10, 1940. Yet, your 52 years with us belies the span of your existence. Cometh the time, cometh the man, they say. We say lingers the time, lingers the man.  For until we, people of African descent, achieve prosperity through unity and self-determination, your work will still be needed and your spirit will ever be present. 
We will look for you in the whirlwind and in the storm.

ASHE.
You were tireless in promoting our dignity, our unity and our prosperity. You formed the UNIA, which quickly spread to numerous countries on 3 continents. You criss-crossed the globe: organizing, lecturing, building, launching enterprises, encouraging, upping us to mightiness. May we rise to your challenge, for, as long as we are being under-educated in the school system, street-harassed by those who ought to be our protectors, unemployed at twice the rate as others, jailed at 3 times the rate as others, gun-violated at 4 times the rate as others; we have work to do and, for inspiration, 
We will look for you in the whirlwind and in the storm.

ASHE.
It is fitting that numerous memorials attest to your impact. Check Jamaica check: statues, highways, schools, scholarships & coins. Check USA check: your village in Brooklyn, Liberty Hall in Harlem, your street in Bedford Stuyvesant, Cultural centre in Colorado, a bust in Washington DC, a school in Los Angeles, a parade in Brooklyn and scholarships. Check Africa check: townships, libraries & statues. Check UK check: libraries, plaques, streets, centres, statues, parks & portraits. Check Canada check: Marcus Garvey Days in Toronto, your Centre for Unity in Edmonton, Centre for Leadership & Education in Toronto, & a plaque at 355 College Street Toronto.  Check your footprints in Cuba and Barbados, Trinidad, Guyana & South America. Check!

We will look for you in the whirlwind and in the storm.

ASHE.
You inspired so many movements: Panafricanism, Rastafarianism, Africentricism, UNIA-self improvement-ism, the 50’s & 60’s global independence movements, and so many leaders: Malcolm X, Namdi Azikiwe, Eric Williams, Kwame Nkrumah, Walter Rodney, Jomo Kenyatta, Kwame Toure, Patrice Lumumba, Martin Luther King, Julius Nyerere, WEB Dubois, Kenneth Kaunda ……The list goes on and on and on.

We will look for you in the whirlwind and in the storm.

ASHE. 

The words you uttered 100 years ago still ring true today, resonating with the timeless relevance of truth and honesty. * The greatest possession of a man is character * With confidence you have won before you have started * progress is the attraction that moves humanity * emancipate yourselves; none but ourselves can free our minds from mental slavery * Do not remove the kinks from your hair; remove them from your brains * Look for me in the whirlwind and in the storm * Up you mighty people, accomplish what you will * I shall live in the … spiritual to see the day of Africa’s glory! 

We will look for you in the whirlwind and in the storm.

ASHE. 

We thank you MPMG for your courage, your inspiration and your love. 

RIP MPM, You’ve been long gone but you will never be forgotten. 

ASHE, ASHE, ASHE!
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