	LIBATION FOR KWAME NKRUMAH

Faithful son of Africa. Citizen of the world

How do we pay tribute to a man who is owed so much by millions of freedom-loving people all over the world? How do we thank you for igniting the flame of freedom from colonial oppression for Africans at home and abroad? How do we honour the greatness of a man who, rather than savour victory for himself at his hour of triumph, humbly but resolutely uttered these immortal words: “The independence of Ghana would be meaningless if it did not lead to the liberation of the entire continent of Africa”? 

ASHE.
We can sketch your 62 years, 7 months and 6 days with us, from your arrival on September 21, 1919 at Nkroful, Gold Cost, to your departure at Bucharest, Romania, on April 17, 1972. Elementary school: Half Assini. Teacher Training: Achimota School. Teacher: Primary school at Elmina. Head Master: Axim. Lincoln University: 1935. Yet, your concern for the plight of the Black race led you to the Streets of Harlem and initiation into panafricanism. 1945: Co-Treasurer 5th Panafrican Congress, Manchester, England. 1946: Return to the Gold Coast. 1957: Independence and birth of Ghana. 1957: 1st Prime minister of Ghana. 1960: 1st President of Ghana. 

ASHE. 

It is said that a man is known by the company he keeps. So tell me ladies and gentlemen, what’s the measure of a man who has rubbed shoulders with the likes of  JEK Aggrey, Namdi Azikiwe, WEB DuBois, Marcus Garvey, Arthur Reed, Ira Kemp, Carlos Cook, Komla Agbeli, Gbedemah, Eric Williams, C.L.R. James, George Padmore, Ralph Bunche, Hastings Banda, Jomo Kenyatta, Obafemi Awolowo, J.B. Danquah, Sekou Toure, Kwame Toure and many others? This measurement only  one man in living memory: Ladies, gentlemen; I give you Kwame Osagyefo Nkrumah!

ASHE.
We thank you for your vision. We heard but did not heed your call for an African common market, a common currency area and the development of communications of all kinds to allow for the free flow of goods and services. You warned against a balkanised Africa with each small region engaged in senseless and suicidal economic competition with its neighbours. You envisioned a panafrican identity: one that will not be defined by parochial constraints, no mater whether they are geographic, ethnic, social or spiritual. Your panafrican identity, one that is based on a common origin, shared challenges and comparable solutions, remains needful today as it did in the 1960’s. May we heed your example and rely on the shoulders of our Ancestors and we our world and the world for the benefit of our children’s children.  
ASHE.
We saw you in fugu and kente, criss-crossing Africa and beyond, calling for a panafrican culture; one featuring international libraries and cooperative efforts to study our history and culture. You set up institutions to help us along. 05/03/57: the Ghana Museum. 1958: the Arts Council of Ghana. 06/61: the Research Library on African Affairs. 1962: the institute of African Studies. 1964: the Ghana Film Corporation. We saw, but did not really observe; heard but did not really heed. 

ASHE.
Your overthrow in February 1966 did not diminish the stature of your person, the brightness of your star or the clarity of your vision. It is worthy to pay tribute to you with words, as we do here today, and with our presence at your final resting place: Accra’s Kwame Nkrumah National Memorial Park. But our best homage and your greatest satisfaction will only come with the panafrican self-validation of all our children. For, only then will they be able to claim, assert and defend our rightful place on God’s good earth. In this, we promise to face neither east nor west, north onr south, left nor right; we promise always to face forward.
ASHE.
Thank you for your sacrifice. Thank you for your steadfastness. Thank you for your unquestioned respect for the Mother of all panafricans: Africa. We entrust you to God’s keeping and the companionship of our nearly-departed Ancestors.

ASHE, ASHE, ASHE!
………………………………………………………………………………..

Presented by JS Demba on April 17, 2019, the 47th anniversary of your death.
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